AN OUTLINE OF PREFABRICATION
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54. Boot Pier and Panel House before being rendered. Several thousand such houses
were built between 1924 and 1930.
this respect that the new constructions were laboriously worked to the
same niggling plans which were in common use for brick houses at the
time. It was not realised, and it is still not realised, that plans and designs
suitable for brick buildings, which can be cut and chopped about in
extraordinary detail, are totally unsuited to the factory-made articles of
standardised size which require the clearest and simplest planning for
their economical use.
The scene shifts to Germany. Owing to the economic ravages of war,
,the housing drive in Germany did not get well under way until the middle
twenties and, as in this country, a shortage of skilled building labour
combined with a surfeit of productive capacity in steel resulted in a
similar drive for alternative forms of construction. Experience gained in
this country was there utilised to the full and designs which took their
inspiration from the Weir house, for example, are to be found.
For small houses three main types of construction were used ; close
spaced frame, open spaced frame and loadbearing panels. Infilling
between the framing was frequently of lightweight concrete slabs; the
exterior was afterwards stuccoed. Considerable inventiveness was dis-
played in many of these systems and one, Bohler Stahlhaus, of Vienna,
used steel panels, which were structural, as the inner face of the wall to get
over the condensation difficulty always experienced when the steel is